


ANOTHER YEAR OF BLAZING IMPACT

Here’s the thing: | tell anyone who will listen that The Buckeye Flame is the most
important thing | have done in my life to date. That is due to the people | get to
work with, the LGBTQ+ Ohio stories we get to tell and the unparalleled impact
these stories have on Ohio...and the world.

In the past year alone, these stories have caused homophobic school board
members to resign, helped LGBTQ+ nonprofits avoid eviction and more generally
provided empowerment, validation and support to countless LGBTQ+ Ohioans.
With the addition of our two Reporting Fellows in 2026, this has also meant vastly
increasing the number of LGBTQ+ voices of color we have centered in our stories.

Ken Schneck
Editor

The work is far from done and there are so many more LGBTQ+ Ohio stories to
tell. And we are so appreciative for your support in telling them. Here’s to another
year of keeping the Flame burning bright. da

The Buckeye Flame amplifies the voices of LGBTQ+
Ohioans to support community and civic empowerment
through the creation of engaging content that chronicles
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VISION

To be the source for LGBTQ+ Ohio news.
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BUT THESE NUMBERS DON'T

TELL THE FULL STORY...

Our stories are free for any news outlet
to republish, so our full reach is
astronomically higher than the numbers
on this page.

Our stories have been republished by:

@ USA TODAY
Ehe New York Times

ADVOCATE
-1Qth’

OHIO CAPITAL JOURNAL

il The Marshall Project
MEGANOTA



https://www.facebook.com/TheBuckeyeFlame
https://www.instagram.com/thebuckeyeflame/
https://bsky.app/profile/thebuckeyeflame.com

IGNITING ACTION

Sometimes a news story is just a story — but at The Buckeye Flame, we write every piece with the intention of igniting action and
inspiring you, our readers, to use our stories to start a conversation, support a local LGBTQ+ business, contact a legislator or spark a
change in your community. These are just some of our LGBTQ+ Ohio stories that sparked change across this year.

= THE STATE OF OHIO'S LGBTQ+ NONPROFITS

2025 was a rough year for LGBTQ+ nonprofits, and we heard anecdotally from our colleagues that they
were struggling — financially, but also existentially. To get the full story, we reached out to nearly 100
Ohio organizations with a survey, and heard back from 38. What we found across the board was that
demand for their services had grown, but so had operating costs, while donations and grants
were on the decline. While the results painted an uncertain picture, the story itself gave these
nonprofits a new fundraising tool. \With the concrete data from the Buckeye Flame article to back up
their concerns, Ohio LGBTQ+ nonprofits had a compelling case that they leveraged to raise funds and
shore up their budgets to continue caring for our community.

LITTLE MIAMI SCHOOL BOARD

On a Monday in March, our Rural LGBTQ+ beat reporter Ben Jodway completed his investigation
into Dan Smith, a school board member in Little Miami, OH. We had initially been reporting on Smith
when he voted to remove a welcoming “Hate Has No Home Here” poster from a teacher’s
classroom and made anti-LGBTQ+ public statements. We soon found there was more to Dan
Smith’s story. Ben found a series of extreme anti-semetic messages Smith had made on social
media. By Tuesday, Smith resigned from the school board, citing our request for comment.

TRANS OHIOANS + FIREARMS

In a team effort, our two staff writers went in-depth on a story that simply would not have been
told anywhere else — about transgender Ohioans who have created a safe space to teach other
trans people how to shoot guns and handle firearms safely.

The story of this unexpected group struck a nerve and sparked conversation not just in Ohio, but
across the country. The story was republished in The 19th News and The Advocate, two
national outlets with tens of thousands more followers than The Buckeye Flame —
reaching far beyond Ohio to share this thoughtfully and ethically-reported story.




WHAT OUR REAhERS HAVE TO SAY...
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ONE YEAR OF ‘THIS NEWS IS S0 GAY

Our podcast, This News is So Gay, launched in July 2025, thanks to
generous support from The Cleveland Foundation. It stands as the
only LGBTQ+ reporters roundtable in the audio landscape.

Think Meet the Press ... but gayer.
Every week, we gather a group of LGBTQ+ journalists from across the

country, spotlight the work of queer journalists and uplift the
authentic presentation of queer stories by and for LGBTQ+ people.

Nominee for Best
Emerging Podcast at
The Ambies (the
Oscars of podcasting)

100% 5-Star Reviews

75,000 Listens

60 LGBTQ+
Journalist Guests

40 Publications
Represented
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* Readers like you
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